
Minutes Guilford Planning Board 
Guilford Town Office 
September 29, 2021 

 
7:00 PM Call to order 
 
Attendance: Matt Holland, Chairman; Richard Panciera; Ed Davis, Clayton Griffin; 
Martha Ward , and Lou Sidell 
Alternate Member Dominic Riitano 
 
Also in Attendance: Johanna Turner, Town Manager; Paul Zimmerman, Selectman; Peter 
Martel, Selectman; David Littlefield; Chip Haskel, representative from Haley Ward, 
consultant for solar farm; Jeff Libby, Guilford Fire Chief; ?? MacNiel, Guilford/Sangerville 
Water District; and Keith Doore, Code Officer. 
 
Minutes: Member Griffin moved to approve the minutes of September 18, 2012 with a 
typo correction to change unknow to unknown, and Member Ward seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Planning Board Hearing regarding Guilford High Street Solar Farm  
 
Chairman Holland opened the hearing with the following instructions: 

Direct all question through the Chairman 
Raise your hand if wishing to speak. 
State your name and how to spell it. 
Don’t all talk at the same time 

 
Guilford High Street Solar LLC representative, Chip Haskel presented an overview of the 
proposed project similar to but shorter than the initial presentation to the Planning Board 
on September 18, 2021. 
 
The project is proposed to be located on two parcels.  Both lots are on the north side of 
High Street on the southwest area of the Town of Guilford. 
 
Mr. Haskel explained: 
The project is total area of 19.7 acres with approximately 10 acres per lot. 

• The two systems will be tied together and be fenced with a seven-foot-high chain 
link fence. 

• There is a wetland west of the second parcel and it will not be developed 

• There will be individual equipment pads. 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting to questions. 
 
Chairman Holland noted that this type of project infrequently can catch fire due to critters 
or severe storms. 
 



Mr. Haskel explained there will be a master switch to shut down the inverters which in 
essence shuts down the entire system. 
 
Member Griffin asked if the panel will be UL (Underwriters Laboratory) approved). 
 
Mr. Haskel stated he was uncertain but would check on the matter. 
 
Member Ward asked about a bond for decommissioning. 
 
Mr. Haskel noted there would be a surety bond for the decommissioning of the project. 
 
Chairman Holland ask how much the bond be. 
 
Member Sidell noted that the state law requires 150% of the cost of the development. 
 
Chairman Holland asked the Guilford Fire Department if there was a concern for snow 
removal on the 400-foot entrance road to the project. 
 
Jeff Libby, Guilford Fire Chief, stated plowing was not needed.  He also inquired as to 
where the High Street access will be located. 
 
Mr. Haskel replied the access will be close to the intersection with Winter Streed. 
 
Mr. Libby stated that these systems have no history of fires. 
 
Chairman Holland stated his research indicated there have been rare fires related to 
solar systems. 
 
Chairman Holland asked if there were any groundwater issues. 
 
Mr. Haskel noted there is no issue of contamination groundwater. 
 
Mr. Libby asked if transformer catches fire would the transformer be burned.  He noted 
that he would like to see a concrete barrier under the transformers. 
 
Mr. Haskel note that a three foot by four-foot containment system is most likely. 
 
Mr. MacNeal, Guilford/Sangerville Water District noted that these systems are not 
normally a problem, but there is a concern regarding potential damage to the panels with 
heavy metal that may in the panels should they leak contents because this system my be 
close or actually over Guilford’s aquifer.  He wants a test site for annual testing. 
 
Chairman Holland summarized conditions that should be placed on the permit. 

• A firebreak around the facility perimeter  

• Concrete containment facilities around transformers 

• Test well to allow annual testing in case of damages to the panels 
 



Chairman Holland stated that he wanted the board to act separately on each of the 
proposed conditions on the permit. 
 
Member Davis moved to require a firebreak of crushed stone around the project, or as 
the Maine Department of Environment Protection may require, at a width of four feet and 
at a depth as may be recommended by the fire department.  Member Griffin seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Member Ward moved to require a concrete containment system for the transformers of 
suitable size.  Member Davis seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Member Sidell moved to require two suitable test sites for annual testing of the 
groundwater aquifer or more frequently if the panels leak contents containing heavy 
metals.  The depth of the testing sites shall be determined by a Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection environmental engineer.  Member Griffin seconded the motion. 
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Member Sidell moved to approve the permit with the above conditions and the 
understanding that the panels will be UL approved and the decommissioning security 
bond will equal 150 percent.  Member Davis seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

   
 

Lou Sidell, Secretary 

Next regular meeting October 20, 2021 


